
 

 

March 14, 2022 
 
Honorable Katrine Conroy, 
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
Room 248 Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4 
EMAIL:  FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
RE:  Region 7B Proposed Closures and Hunt Reductions 
 
Hunters for BC – SCI is opposed to the recent proposed Region 7B hunting closures & reductions.  We 
recognize hunting pressures migrating north are the direct result of successive governments allowing 
our fish, wildlife, watersheds, and habitat to be dismissed as collateral damage.  An attempt to cover up 
industrial and economic gains, and inadequate predator management, with reconciliation does not 
benefit wildlife and the residents of this province.  Trading hunting to pave the way for resource permits 
that sit on hold is not stewardship. 
 
Region 7B has some of the highest Moose populations across the province and data shows that hunters 
under-harvest according to current Annual Harvest Allocations.  There is no valid reason to negotiate 
away access to food and livelihoods under these circumstances. Wildlife Stewardship must focus on the 
growth of populations and any new regulations should consider how hunting pressure will be shifted. 
 
Conservation Concerns: 

• Closure of Caribou hunting in Region 7B has the very real potential of adding unsustainable 
pressures to herds in Region 6.  

• Caribou closures & reduced Moose harvests will shift significant hunting pressure to other 
ungulate species within Region 7B.   

• Harvest reductions and proposed Limited Entry Hunting permits for Moose in Region 7B have 
the very real potential of causing unsustainable pressures to Moose herds in any other Region 
with General Open Season. 

• If “Any bull” Moose LEH were implemented, as rumoured, it could easily result in an overharvest 
of proposed targets that could set the stage for further limitations in the near future. In 
addition, the shortened seasons will add concentrated pressure. 

Call to Action: 

1. We ask you, Minister Conroy, and the Province of BC, to halt the implementation of these 
changes as proposed to allow more planning and consultation.  
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2. We ask that other management levers such as road closures where First Nations are 
hunting, restricting vehicle access, or implementing non motorized zones, keeping the "soft 
10" antler restriction and expanding that to possibly include the August season be used as 
tools to reduce harvest and curb hunter footprint.  

3. We ask you to increase predator management initiatives, a leading cause of declines of 
ungulates across Regions, including reinstating the grizzly bear hunt. 

4. We ask you to act in accordance with your commitment to seek meaningful consultation 
and planning with Together for Wildlife and the Ministers Wildlife Advisory Council.  

5. We ask for the immediate implementation of a Regional Committees across the province 
to address broader concerns and engage in talks and negotiations to address the real 
reasons for fish & wildlife declines.  

6. We ask you to immediately initiate Cumulative Effect Assessments in highly compromised 
areas in Region 7B to guide current and future Land Use Planning with First Nations.   

7. We ask you to develop meaningful and transparent action plans to restore habitat and 
ecosystems, increase predator management, and make commitments to the growth of 
wildlife populations on the ground where it is so desperately needed. 

8. We ask you to follow science-based wildlife management, guided by traditional values and 
Indigenous knowledge, to restore wildlife populations and stop trading fish, wildlife, 
habitat, hunting & the harvesting of food for resource extraction. 

9. We ask you to immediately engage in an overhaul of the Limited Entry Hunting system. 

Proposals for such significant restrictions to wildlife and food for families conflict with your promise that 
fish, wildlife, and ecosystem health are your priority.  Managing sustainable harvest through restrictions 
will not grow wildlife populations nor right the wrongs of the cumulative effects in this region, or any 
other region in this province.   

Hunters for BC – SCI supports the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous People and 
asks the Minister to engage in proposals that provide a clear path to addressing Blueberry River First 
Nations and Treaty 8 concerns with more time and consideration for meaningful stakeholder input.  
Minister Conroy, the two-week consultation process is grossly inadequate and appears to be a back-
room deal trading hunting for resource permits with no commitment to predator management and 
causing undue pressures to other areas that will no doubt result in further pushback. 

Signed: 

 

Robin Unrau, President 
Hunters for BC – SCI 
president@huntersforbc.ca 
 
cc Premier John Horgan 

Rick Manwaring, Deputy Minister FLNRORD 
David Skerik, Director Resource Management 

 MLA’s 
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